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APTAIN FARRAR, writing in A.J. 31. 222, was probably not 
aware that Chapman, of whom he says ' He appears to have 
been one of the most enterprising men of his day,' was a school

boy of seventeen years. 
One discovers him as the companion on Mont B1anc of George 

Heard (A.A.J. ii. 365), a young student at Geneva and the first American 
to make two ascents of the mountain. This was on August 17, 1855. 
The American Alpine Club possesses Heard's manuscript journals, 
and will publish them at a later time. The follo\ving account is taken 
from The Times of September 9, 1855 : 

' Though the public have lately had many accounts of the ascent of 
Mont Blanc, I think there have been none more original than the one 
I have the honour to enclose from a boy of I 7, who has just left Eton, 
and who has since, with a single guide, made the ascent of Monte Rosa 
most successfully : 

' Chamounix, Aug. 18 Heard (a young American) and myself 
arrived here on Monday evening, and took a long walk on Tuesday 
morning, or rather on Tuesday, for we were 12 hours on our feet. 
Our guides declared that such a walk had never been made here before, 
which rather raised our estimation of ourselves and our powers of 
walking. On Wednesday we walked to the beautiful spot called the 
'' Jardin,'' in the midst of the glaciers and surrounded by all the highest 
peaks of the Alps. I had thought the way there was difficult, and you 
may imagine I was rather astonished at the arrival of a French lady 
with her husband about an hour after us. She, as a matter of necessity, 
was dressed in the same manner as her husband, which greatly facili
tated her movements. We dined up at this lovely spot, and very well, 
too. Knives and forks were scarce, and chickens were devoured much 
in the same way as they are at Eton on Election Saturday or 4th of June. 
Neither, to make the simile complete, was champagne wanting, as the 
French lady and gentleman had some, of which they gave us a good 
share. Well, we were rather more than 9,ooo feet above the le:vel of 
the sea, and old Mont Blanc was only 6,ooo feet above us a very 
little thing when the heights are so great, and he looked smaller than he 
really was. The beauty of the scenery, the champagne, &c., so 
exhilarated my spirits, that I told Heard that I was going to start next 
day for the summit of the monarch of the mountains; and, as you 
had told me to " keep my eyes open and see everything while I was 
abroad," I thought I might as well see as much as I' could at a glance. 
Deeds soon followed my thoughts ; I told the guides my intentions, 
and from that moment it was a settled thing, and we returned immedi-
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ately and ~ook a cold bath, in order to prepare us for the next day's 
fatigues. Fortunately for us, we had made the acquaintance of a very 
nice old man here [Auguste Balmat], who some years ago was the best 
guide in the place, but has now retired. This man, simply out of 
kindness, and for no recompense whatever, arranged everything for 
us ; and when we left Chamounix on Thursday morning (the r6th) it 
was with the best arranged party possible. 

'This was soon increased by the arrival of two volunteers, who had 
heard of our good auspices. One of them, a sturdy butcher, amused 
us all the way by his tricks and utter carelessness of danger. In the 
descent that fellow would slide some hundreds of yards down a bank 
of snow in defiance of the shouts of the guides, and stop himself on 
the edge of a crevass. A very different object is he this morning. 
I saw him \vhen he came to get us to sign a certificate of his having 
been up. He had no veil or spectacles yesterday (things indispensable 
even to the guides), and his face was most dreadfully burned, and he 
could not see out of his eyes. 

' Well, to come back to the point. We arrived at the Grands Mulets 
so much sooner than usual that no one was looking for us at Chamounix, 
and they did not give us the customary salute. This was a good 
beginning, I thought, at any rate. On Friday morning we started 
at 2.30 A.M. from the Grands Mulets, and after seven hours' walking 
arrived at the summit of the highest mountain in Europe at 9.20 pre
cisely, not without difficulty, I can assure you. Two of our guides 
were unable to reach the summit, one being so blinded by the snow 
that he was obliged to be hauled along by another, as it was quite 
unsafe to leave him among the crevasses alone. We two reached the 
summit, although I for one hardly knew I was there, as when once 
one had lost one's breath up at that height it was a long time before he 
could get it again. I was assisted slightly the last quarter of an hour, 
as I had been especially advised to be so, and arrived up there as 
hearty as any of them ; and, oh ! how happy I was when I got a good 
swig of champagne, as I was half dead of thirst, and I am sorry to say 
that in my hurry to drink it I quite forgot the health of the Queen. 

'vVe arrived up at g.zo, stayed there half-an-hour, and were down 
again at the Grands Mulets at 12.45 without hurrying the least. We 
started about I ·4 5, stopped on the road at the usual place to treat our 
guides, and arrived at Chamounix at 5 .30, quite fresh, to the astonish
ment of everybody. We were so early that nobody expected us, but, 
nevertheless, we met several people on the way to meet us, and when 
we came into the town, instead of the usual number of guns, they 
fired 12, and the whole place turned out to have a look at the " little 
boys " who had been up Mont Blanc. The people who had been 
watching us with telescopes all day were astonished at the rapidity of 
our ascent and the way we had come down, altogether, in single file, 
just as we had gone up, for nobody wanted assistance. The only one 
who ever ~roke the line was the butcher ; and every one wanted to 
know who It was that kept going like lightning over the precipices.' 

• 
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One of the guides in this party was Zacharie Cachat, and it is evident 
that Chapman engaged him for a Swiss tour, picking up a second man 
for climbs at Zermatt. Thus we find (P.P.G. i. 130): 'Johann zum 
Taugwald, who had formerly crossed the pass [Triftjoch] with Mr. 
Chapman and Cachat.' Monte Rosa was ascended on August 25 
(A.J. 31. 316) and, probably shortly thereafter, the Dom. Hudson and 
Kennedy (Mont Blanc and Monte Rosa, p. 130) say that 'This antici
pation has been realised by Mr. K. A. Chapman of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, who gained the highest point in the summer of 1855· Of 
several attempts this is the only one that has been rewarded by success.' 

There is a puzzling sequel to this in an account by J. Llewelyn 
Davis, writing in 1858 (P.P.G. i. 195), who says, ' In 1856, Mr. Chap
man also ascended to a considerable height from Saas.' One also 
reads (Ueber Eis und Schnee ii. 117): 'Im Jahr 1856 stieg Mr. Chapman 
mit deni Zermatter Fuhrer Johann zum Taugwald von Saas a us bis 
zu einer betrachtlichen Hohe, ohne class er, sei es a us Mangel an 
Zeit, sei es wegen ungiinstigen W etters, zu Ziele gelangen konnte.' 

From what Chapman says of himself in his account of Mont Blanc, 
it seems unlikely that he had another opportunity to attempt the Dom 
in 1856. It is more probable that Davis was incorrect about the year, 
and that the error was continued by Studer. Chapman's ascents were 
probably all made in the one season, which in no way detracts from the 
unusual enterprise of a schoolboy in days before there was any A.C. to 
offer encouragement. 

J. MONROE THORINGTON. 
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